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Mano language 


The Mano language, also known as Maa, Mah, and Mawe, is a 
significant Mande language of Liberia and Guinea. It is spoken 
primarily in Nimba County in north-central Liberia and in 
Nzerekore, Lola and Yomou Prefectures in Guinea 
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Phonology 


Mano 

Region 

Liberia, Guinea 

Native speakers 

390,000 (2012)fd 

Language 

family 

Niger-Congo 

- Mande 

■ Eastern 

Mande 

■ Southeastern 

■ Mano-Dan 

■ Mano 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

mev 

Glottolog 

mannl248 (htt 

p://glottolog.or 

g/resource/langu 

oid/id/mannl248)l 2 


[3][4] 


Vowels 



Front/Oral 

Central/Oral 

Back/Oral 

Front/Nasal 

Central/Nasal 

Back/Nasal 

Close 

i 


u 

T 


0 

Close-mid 

e 


0 




Open-mid 

£ 


3 

£ 


3 

Open 


a 



a 



Consonants 





























Labial 

Alveolar 

Palatal 

Velar 

Labialized Velar 

Velar-Bilabial 

Plosives 

pb 

td 


kg 

k w g w 

kp gb 

Implosive 

b 






Fricatives 

fv 

s z 





Oral Sonorants 

w 

1 

j 




Nasal Sonorants 

m 

n 

P 

n 

rj w 



Where two symbols appear side-by-side, the one on the left is voiceless and the one on the right is voiced. 


Tones 

The language has three tones: high /I /, mid H /, and low /-I /. 

Sample Text 

[5] 


Mano 


Ke£ p£ ser e tra k££ bea, Weea e ke be. Wee e krlia e k£ Wala pie, EE ek£ Wala ka. Wee e krlia e k£ 
Wala pie p£ ser ga-gb£pia. Weea kolo laa Is Wala e p£ ser k££. Pe ser l£ e bea do wa be k£ a k££ e g5 
k££a a kolo la. Kebe e k£ Weea yr. Kebe e krlia e k£ l£ fDnDDD ka mia Iee. Le fDnDDD e krlia, Iee 1e 
fDnD br tii ba, ££ br tii e krlia a kD Iee die do is fDnDDD la. G5 doo l£ 6 si Zddd e k£ be. Wala l£ e a 
VDD. 


English 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. All things were made 
by him, and without him not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of 
men. And the light shineth in darkness, and the darkness comprehended it not. There was a man sent from 
God, whose name was John. 

See also 


■ Languages of Liberia 
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